THE SULTAN'S SUBJECTS
self superior to the Turk, whom he regards as a
bully and an upstart. He loves to recall a
passage in the Koran in which the Archangel
Gabriel vowed that, in all his wanderings east
and west, he had found no worthier race. He
loves to recall also the fatal fights of Horns,
Konia and Nezib, where, ignoring the great part
played by Mehemet Ali's Albanians, he points
out that the Syrians routed superior numbers of
Turks. He even declares that the Arabs would
have repulsed the Russians at both Kars and
Plevna, had not the Turks sold their honour.
The intelligence of the Arab is undeniable, yet
it is against his record that of late the, Turk
hasT shown himself in sympathy with western
institutions, whereas the Arab prefers to remain
in the condition of ignorance to which he has
fallen from the proud position he occupied in
the days of the Crusades and his kingdoms in
Spain* There is a considerable population of
Christian Syrians in the Lebanon and elsewhere
in the Holy Land, but, compared with the
Mohammedans, these count for little in politics.
It is the fanatical Moslems of Asia who will,
more than any nation in Macedonia, wreck the
hopes of the Young Turks. The unfriendly
bearing of the natives towards Europeans must
have struck any one who has visited the smaller
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